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Mr. CHAIRMAN: AND GENTLEMEN oF THE COMMITTEE: 


I appear before you at the request of the liberal or gen- 
tile people of Utah. That element of the population of 
the whole Territory has sent me here to present to you 
their views of legislation that will secure them in the en- 
joyment of all the rights which they claim as American 
citizens, and which they do not now enjoy. I am borne. 
out by the facts when I state that the gentile interests, in 
& pecuniary view, are three times as great as the same in- 
terests of the Mormon population. The Mormons are 
chiefly interested in agriculture, while the gentiles have 
vast sums of money invested in the mines of the Territory. 


OBEDIENCE TO THE PRIESTHUOD. 


The history of the Mormon people shows, beyond ques- 
tion, that they are the subjects of the Priesthood, yielding 
an implicit obedience, amounting to the most abject slave- 
ry of soul and body. All their published writings, all 
their oral teachings, are replete with this doctrine, which 
is;a: prime tenet of their so-called religion. Crimes of 
every hue and character known to the wickedness and 
cruelty of the human heart -are justly chargeable to this 
dreadful doctrine. “ Do as you are told and ask no ques- 
tions,” is a precept of the Mormon hierarchy which lies at 
the very foundation of the Morman Charch; and I have 
heard John Taylor, the present head of the Charch, testify, 
on the witness stand in the Third District Court of Utah 
Territory, that all good Mormons obeyed the counsel of 
the Priesthood in all matters, spiritual and temporal. That 
this is, and bas been the doctrine of the Church, and the 
teaching of the Priesthood, their authorized publications in- 
dubitably show. I quote from the volume, whose title page 
announces it to be “ The Book of Doctrine and Covenants 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, selected 
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from the Revelations of God. By Joseph Smith, Preei- 
dent.” 
Page 302, par. 14: 


“ And it shall come to pass, that if you build i See 
unto my name, and do not'do the things that I say, I will 
not perform the oath which I make unto you, neither full 
fil the promises which ye expect at’ my bands, saith the 
Lord; for instead of blessings, ye, by your own works, 
bring cursings, wrath, indignation and judgments upon 
your own heads, by your follies, aud by all 

tions, which you practice before me, saith the Lord.” 


Following the, tenet of “obedience” contained in this pas- 


sage, we have a “discourse” of Presideyt Heber C, Kim- 
ball, Brigham Young’s first Counsellor, delivered ia the 
Tabernacle in Salt Lake Vity, Aug, 13,:1853, in which oe- 
curs the following passage. __ 

I read from Vol. 2, p. 106-7: 


“When brother Joseph Smith lived, he was our Prophet, 
our Seer and Revelator; he was our dictator in the things 
of God, and it wae for us to listen to him, and do just as 
he told.ns. Now that appears’ very absurd, in the eyes of 
the world, but they all say, if they had lived in the days of 
Peter, Moses or Jesus, they would not have done as the 
people in those days did to them; but at the same time 


- they would take their lives if they could, and‘do just like . 


them. | 

_ We are the servants of God; we have been called of 
God, through ministry of that holy Prophet Joseph Smith, 
who received his authority through the ministry of holy 
angels. Now, he was just as true'a prophet as Moses was, 
or as any Prophet that bas ever been upon the earth; and 


your abomina- | 


we are just as much the authorized servants of God as the - 


Apostles and disciples in the days of Jesus Christ were, 
and I know it. Aud I bear testimony of it to the United 
States and to the nations of the world. They say they do 
not believe it. What do I care whether they do or not? I 
know it, aad God requires me to bear testimony of it, to 
be valiant. in testimony to the truth of this work, and to 
cteng the Gospel, and to lay before my brethren their 

uty. 

1) Brother Joseph is gone and now Brother Brigham 
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Young, the Governor of the Territory of Utah, is our 
Prophet, our leader, our Revelator; atid it is for me'and 
you to listen to him with all diligence, the same as we 
would listen to Joseph were he alive: Brother Brigham 
is Kis successor; his word is sacred ; and if you do not ob- 
serve it, it’ will not be well, and there is where'l fear for 
you, brethren. I do not fear so much for myself as I do 


for you, because it will go hard with you if you disobey 


his advice. Thus will many of you turn from the faith ; 
you will turn your backs to us, and some'will be guilty of 
shedding ‘innocent blood, if you are not aware. This will 
be the result of apostacy. When that spirit attacks you, 
you will be led to do as other apostles have who have 
turned from the charch of Christ. . 

“ Judas, when he lost the faith, received the power of 
the devil, and betrayed the son of God into the hands of 
murderers. Joseph Smith,io like mannér, was betrayed 
into the hands of wicked men, who took his life. He was 
betrayed: by apostates, by men whom he ence loved when 


they were in our midst, and had the spirit of the Lordi. 


We, also, would have been: slain if they could have, got 
hold of us; but they were afraid to: touch ue; they knew 
it would be certain death to the man who hfted ‘his heel 
against us. Just sonow. I have got my old'Gospeb prep- 
aration laid up drying, preparing himself for action: Do 
I fear? No. Ido ‘not fear anything that lives: oa: the 
earth or that isin hell; Indians or anything else, never will 
disturb us, the saints, from this time to all eternity, if we 
will do precisely as we are'told. 1 do not speak of these 
things to establish myself as a Prophet, but l Know what 
IL say; I know you will prosperg and live in peace in the 
mountains of the Great Salt Kel and be perfectly: inde- 
pendent. You will have food and raiment, houses and 
lands, flocks and: herds, and everything your hearts can 
desire that there isin Heaven and on earth, if you:do as 
you are told. If-you will do this, you: will think my words 
are very profitable to you, whether I am a Prophet or not. 
I am not saying anything but what’ my President has said 
time and time again. You will: live in peace; and God 


will be your defense; and you will increase in knowledge, 


in' power, in grace, aud in every good thing you can think 
of, or mention. I have said oftea, you may, go and write 
blessings for yourselves and insert every good thing you 
can think of, that is in heaven, or on the earth, and it will 
all come to pass.on your heads, if you do right. 
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“What do I care for what the world says? I care no 
more about it than I do for the squalking of a goose. It 
is none of their business if I have a mind to be a saint, and 
keep the commandments of God ; and as you have heard 
it said, so say I—the time will come in which you will 
dwell in peace and safety; and when the time comes that 
you will go back to Jackson county, you will be indepen- 
dent, and live without any opposition at all.” 


From the same. volume, published by the authority of 
the church, as shown by the certificate of Brigham Young 
and his first and second Counsellors, Heber C. Kimball 
and Willard Richards, at the beginning of volume one, we 
have the following words, delivered April 2, 1854, by the 


same Elder. 
I read from Vol. 2, page 151. 


“ When I know that I am doing = as I am told by 
him, who is pope to lead this people, I am then a happy 
man, I am filled with peace, and can go about my business 
with joy and pleasure ; I can lie down and rise again in 

eace, and be filled with gladness by night and by day. 

ut when I have not done the things that are right, my 
conscience gnaws upon my feelings. This is the coyrse 
for me to'take. If it is the course for me to take, it is the 
course for every other Elder in Israel to take—it does not 
matter who he is, or where he: came from ; whether he be 
an American, an Englishman, Irishman, Frenchman or 
German, Jew or Gentile; to this you have got to bow, 
and you have got to bow down like the clay in the hands of 
the potter, that suffers the potter to mould it according to 
his own pleasure. You have all got to come to this; and 
if you do not come to it at this time, as sure as the sun 
ever rose and set, you will be cut from the wheel and — 
thrown back into the mill.” | 


Again at page 221 of the same volume, we have this 
language by the same person. . 
_ Tread from Vol. 2, pages 221-2. 
_* During my whole course from the day I first heard of 


‘Mormonism, more than twenty-two years ago, I have 
never had but one desire, and that is to do what I am 
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counselled, it matters not to me whether it be by the voice 
of God, or by the voice of His servants, it is all the same 
with me. hen we go forth as the servants of God, we 
are dictated by the Holy Ghost, and the Holy Ghost will 
the truth, and that is the word of God, it is the rev- 
elations of Jesus Christ, and it is the voice of God to us. 

“ When he commands us to forth and preach His 
word, and declare His Gospel-faith and repentance, and — 
baptism for the remission of sins, with the layiag on of 
hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, He says it is the same 
as though it were spoken by His own voice, and the same 
condemnation will rest upon the world, and upon those 
people who hear it and do not abide it, and keep it, and 
walk in it. This is my testimony, and this is the testi- 
mony that God has revealed to us as a people. When He 
sent forth: his disciples in His day He said, if they will not 
hear you ~ will not hear me, and if they will not obey 
you they will not obey nie; and if they will not obey me 
they will not obey my Father. So it is with us, if you — 
will not listen, obey, and practice those things that are 
laid before you by President Young and his brethren, you 
would not obey God, if he should speak from the Heavens. 
Why? Because the Almighty has appointed him His del- 


. egate, just as much as we have appointed Dr. Bernhisel to 


‘were two-and-twenty thousand fel 


be our delegate to Congress, to lay before them those things 
- that we wantin connection with him. He has not gone | 
_ to do his own will, but he has gone to do the will of those 
who have sent him. Soit is with President Young. He 
is our head, he is our President, our Prophet and Leader, 
and the Government of the United States have appointed 
him our Governor. He was before, in a Charch capacity. 
Then his voice to this people is the voice of God, justias 
much as was Moses God, when God called him and sent 
him to preside among the children of Israel. His word 
was the word of God to that people, and when they did 
not listen to him they suffered the pe We read there 

in one day because of 
their rebellion. They rebelled against Moses, against his 
counsel and against his Government, which was, of course, 
rebelling against the character who sent him. God sent 
him and authorized him; and to us President Young is 
sent, ordained and appointed by the Almighty, as Joseph’s 
‘successor to lead this people. I want the world to know 
this; I want the people who come into these valleys and — 
do not believe ‘ Mormonism’ to know what we believe. 
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Probably there are but few men in the United States but 
what know that we look up to President Brigham Young 
as our leader, Prophet and Dictator. I want you to under- 
stand that I actually do, and I believe I have done so to 
the entire satisfaction of this People. I have proved it by 
my works from the day I came into the Church antil the 
present time. 

‘‘ Joseph Smith was a nearont of God, and was sent of 
God. He had visits from Holy Angels from the Heavens, 
who authorized him to commit to this Nation the Gospel, 
the plan of Salvation and eternal life, which will save ever 
man and woman that believe it, and practice it in their 
lives, in their outgoings and in their incomiogs. 1 know 
it will save them. You have my testimony, and my testi- 
mony is true, and you will find it so, every soul of you who 
will practice 


But it is useless to enlarge further upon this dangerous 
- doctrine of the Mormon Church.. Suffice it to say that it 
has often been declared by the misguided followers of this 
bloody creed that they would cut the throat of any man 
Brigham Young would require them to kill and think it 
no crime, because the command emanated from the elect 
of God and his chosen Prophet and Vicar on Earth, who 
never could do wrong. Following out this principle, Jobn 
D. Lee, in bis confession, tells us that. the dreadful, the 
sickening slaughter of the Arkansas emigrants at the 
“Mountain Meadows,” September, 1857, was the result 
of a direct command of the Mormon Priesthood. This is 
- abundantly established by Lee and by the whole bearing 
of the testimony on that remarkable trial. Lee, in hie con- 


“The Mountain Meadows massacre was the result of 
_ the direct teachings of Brigham Young, and it was done 
by order of those high in authority in the Mormon com- 
munity. The immediate order for the massacre was‘issued 
by Colonel Dame, Lieutefiant Colonel Isaac OC. Haight, | 
and a Council of Mormons at Cedar City, Utah. 

“ Young was then and for years after fully satisfied with 
me and my acts. He'gave me three wives after that, and 
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also appointed me Probate Judge of Washington county. 
Nothing but cowardice has made him desert me now.” 


This confession of Lee is regarded by all conversant 
with the times and events, and the organization and power 
_ of the Mormon Priesthood, as possessing absolute verity. 
It would have been utterly impossible that a crime against 
this Nation so heinous, so horrible, so heartrending as the 
slaughter of more than a hundred and twenty peaceable, 
law-abiding men, women, and children could have taken 
place at that time, or at any time before or since, in Utah 
without the consent, if not the direct command, of the head 
of the Mormon Church. ° 

But if further evidence is sought for, we find it in the 
deposition of Brigham Young himself, offered at the first 
trial of or 1875. In answer to the question : 


“Did John D. Lee report to you at any time after this 
massacre what had been done at that Massacre ; and if so, 


. what did you reply to him in reference thereto ?” 
He says : | 


Answer. “ Within some two or three months after the 
massacre he called at my office and had much to say with 
regard to the Indians, their being stirred up to anger, and 
threatening the settlements of the whites, and then com- 
menced giving an account of the massacre. J told him to 
stop, as, from what I had already learned by ramor, I did 
not wish my feelings harrowed up with a recital of de- 
tails.”’ 


Here we have the statement of the Prophet, Seer and 


Revelator and President of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, who in the same deposition states that, 
at the time of the massacre he was, alsu, Governor of that 
Territory and ex-officio Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 


that he declined to hear the “ account of the massacre” 


from Lee because he ‘did not wish his feelings harrowed up 
with a recital of details” ! ! | 
What a spectacle! A man holding and exercising ab- 
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solute power ip the Church of which he was the acknowl- 
edged head, holding the two highest civil offices in the Ter- 
ritory, refusing to listen to the very facts, from the mouth 
of an eye-witness, that would enable him to bring to jus- 
tice the perpetrators, whether Indians or white men, of the 
most shocking crime that stains the annals of this coun- 

try!! Tested by the light of the commonest reason, can it 
be true, gentlemen, that any human being in authority, or 
without authority, could so summarily dismiss that all- 
engrossing topic? 

If this statement by Brigham is true, then was he guilty 
of a crime of omission without a parallel in the whole his- 
tory of the world: a wickedness before which the crime of 
his ignorant dupes pales into obscurity ! But, is the state- 
ment true, gentlemen? NO, it is not true. The shallow- 
est reason must detect the puerile prevarication, because | 
such action on his part is contrary to every known princi- 
ple of mental and moral philosophy. To what conclusion, | 
then, is the mind forced in view of this most extraordinary © 
development? - Beyond question this is the indicium of a 
guilty knowledge that those poor Arkansas citizens were 
to be sent to their last account ‘‘ unannealed, with all their 
imperfections on their heads.” The mind can strike no 
other attitude of reason in consonance with that God-like | 
attribute in man. 

What does Lee say about this —* I now read 
from his confession, pages 252, 3, 4:* 


_ According to the orders of Isaac C. Haight, I started 
for Salt Lake City to report the whole facts connected with 
the massacre to Brigham Young. I started about a week 
or ten days after the massacre, and I was on the way 
about ten days. When I arrived in the city I went to the 
President’s house and gave to Brigham Young a full, de- 
tailed statement of the whole affair from first to last—only 
I took rather more on myself than I had done. 

He asked me if I had brought a letter from Haight with 
his of the affair, Isaid;: 

“No; Haight wished me to make a verbal report of it, 
as I was an eye-witness to much of it.” 
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I then went over the whole affair, and: gave him as fall 
a statement as it was possible for me to give. I described 
everything about it. I told him of the orders Haight‘first 

ave me. I told him everything. I told him that ““Brother 

MeMurdy, Brother Knight, and myself killed the wounded 
men in the wagons, with the assistance of the Indians; we 
killed six wounded men.” ) ’ 

He asked me many questions, and I told him every par- 
ticular, and everything that I knew. I deseribed —— 
thing very fully. I told bim what I bad said against ki 
women and children. 

righam then said : | 

“Isaac (referring to Haight) has sent me word that if 
they had killed every man, woman and child in the ootfit, 
there would not have been a drop of innocent blood shed 
by the brethren; for they were a set of murderers, robbers, 
and thieves.”’ | 

While I was still talking with him, some men came into 
his house to see him, so he requested me to keep quiet 
until they left. I did as he directed. “ds 

As soon as the men went out I continued my recital. I 
gave him the names of every man that had been present 
at the massacre. I told him who killed various ones. In 
fact, I gave him all the information there was to give. 

When I finished talking about the matter, he said : 

‘‘ This is the most unfortunate affair that ever befell the 
Church. I am afraid of treachery among the brethren 
that were there. If any one tells this thing so that it will 


become public, it will work us great injury. I want you 


to understand now that you are never to tell this again, not 
even to Heber C. Kimball. Jt must be kept a secret among 
ourselves. When you get home I want you to sit down 
and write a long letter, and give me an account of the 
affair, charging it to the Indians. You sign the letter as 
Farmer to the Indians, aud direct it to me as Indian Agent. 
I can then make use of such a letter to keep off all damag- 
ng inquiries.” 

told him that I would write the letter. (I kept my 
word ; bat, as an evidence of his treachery, that same letter 
that he ordered me to write he has given Attorney Howard, 
ant he has introduced it in evidence against me on my 
trial. 
Brigham Young knew when he got that letter just*as 
well as I did that it was not a true letter, and that it was 


only written i to his orders to throw the public off 
of the right trail. He 


knew that it was written simply to 
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cast all the blame on the Indians, and to protect the 
brethren. In writing that letter I was still obeying my 
orders and earning that Celestial reward that had been 

promised tome. 

He then said, “if only men had been killed I would not 
have cared so much; but the killing of the womén and child- 
‘ren is the sin of it. I suppose the men were a hard set, 
but it is hard to kill women and children for the sins of 
the men. This whole thing stands before me like a horrid 
vision. I must have time to reflect upon it.” 

He then told me to withdraw and call next day, and he 
would give me an answer. I said to him: 

“President Young, the people all felt, and I know that 
I believe I was obeying orders, and acting for the good of 
the Church, and in strict conformity to the oaths that we 
have all taken to avenge the blood of the Prophets. You 
must either sustain the people for what they have done, 
or you must release us from the oaths and obligations we 
have taken.” | | 

The only reply be made was, | 

‘*Go now, and come in the morning, and I will give you 
an answer.” 

I went to see him again in the morning. When I went 
in, he seemed quite cheerful. He said, 

‘“*T have made that matter a subject of prayer. J went 
right to God with it, and asked him to take the horrid vis- 
ion from my sight, if tt was a righteous thing thut my peo- 
ple had done in killing those people at the Mountain Mea- 
dows. God answered me, and at once the vision was re- . 
moved. I have evidence from God that he has overruled 
it all for good, and the action was a righteous one and 
well intended. | 

“The brethren acted from pure motives. The only 
trouble is they acted a little prematurely ; they were a little 
ahead of time. J sustain you and all of the brethren for 
what they did. All that I fear is treachery on the part of 
oy one who took a part with you, but we will look to 
that.” | 
I. was again’ cautioned and commanded to keep the 
whole thing as a sacred secret, and again told to write the 
report as Indian Farmer, laying the blame on the Indians. 
That ended our interview, and I left him, and soon start- 
ed for my home at Harmony.” 


This statement bears the impress of ‘troth. It is the 
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dying declaration of an old man of sixty-five, not only 
made in full view°of eternity, bat made with a determina- 
tion that the world should know the truth, and told with 


an air of veracity, which is inherent in the statement itself, - 


and inseparable from it. 


The same power I have thus set forth and described, is 
claimed ..: the Church and its Priesthood to-day. Of 


course, then, it follows that, in all the minor details of soci- — 


ety, social, religious and political, the Mormon people are 
under the absolute control of the Priesthodd. And any dis- 
gard of their control and right to control the body, mind 
and soul of the abject Mormon subject, is punished by an 
ostracism more cruel in its hellish inventions of torment 
than any ever known to civilized man. One well known 


instance will suffice. When Mr. and Mrs. Stenhonse left | 
the Charch, a short time after, they were set upon, one 


dark night, by four masked ruffians, who, armed with gar- 
den syringes, saturated their persons with liquid, human 


ordure, as @ penalty for their apostasy. The account of — 
this most dastardly act is found at pages 579-80 of ner 


book entitled * Tell it all,” and the outrage is well remem- 
bered by many living in Salt Lake City. I read from those 
pages : | 


“A little after ten o’clock, on the Saturday night suc- 
‘ceeding our withdrawal from the church, we were return- 
ing home together. The night was very dark, and as our 
residence is in the surburbs of the city, north of the Tem- 
le bl6ck, and the road very quiet, the walk was a very 
onely one and perhaps not altogether too safe. We had 


gone about a third of the way, when we suddenly saw 


four men come out from under some trees at a little dis- 
tance from us. In the _anggien of the night we could only 
t 


see them ting Pepa , and could not distinguish who 
they were. 


ward and stumbled against us, and two passed beside us. 
For a moment [ thought that they were intoxicated, but it 
was soon-clear that they were acting from design. As 
soon as they approached they seized hold of my husband’s 
arms, oue on each side, and held him firmly, thus render- 


hey separated, and two of them came for- | 
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ing him almost powerless. They were all masked, for it 
was supposed that thus we should not be able to discover 
their identity, and that if by any chance an investigation 
should subsequently be made into the doings of that night 
it would aot be possible for any one to witness against. © 

I am inclined to think that these wretches, when they 
planned the attack, had not calculated pm my being 
present with my husband, and I imagine that when they 
saw me with him they os I should scream and run 
away, after the manner of many women. In this, how- 
ever, they were mistaken. | , 

I still clung ‘to my husband’s arm, but with my lef 
hand caught hold of one of the ruffians by the collar of his | 
coat; for I apprehended the worst, well knowing of what 
atrocities these men were capable. It is no secret that the 
police of Salt Lake City—for it is the police who there com- 
mit murders and other inkuman outrages—treat with the 
greatest brutality all the unhappy Gentiles and Apostates 
whose misfortune it is to fall into their power. This also 
is the wretched effects of the fanatical teaching of the 
Church. These men believe that Utah is Zion—the ‘King- 
dom of God’—and that citizens of the United States are 
but intruders upon their holy ground ; that they ought to 
be driven out and despoiled of everything, and even mur- 
dered if opportunity offers. They make no secret of these 
feelings towards the Gentiles, and towards apostate Mor- 
mons it is shown, if possible, in a somewhat stronger man- 
ner. 

The movements of the two men-who held my husband | 
were somewhat impeded by my clinging to his arm, and 
they seemed to hesitate for a moment. The other two, who 
stood a few feet distant from us, also hesitated. One of the 
men who held my husband said to them, ‘Brethren do 
your duty.’ We recognized bis voice at once as that of 
a certain policeman—a young man whom we had known 


_ in England when a-child, and with whose family we had 
- been upon the most friendly terms. In an instant I saw 


them raise their arms as if taking aim, and for one brief 
second I thought that our end had now surely come, aud 
that we, like so many. obnoxious persons before us, were 
about to be murdered for the great sin of apostacy. This, I 
firmly believe, would have been my husband’s fate if I had 
not chanéed to be with him, or had I ran away;—they would 
probably’ have beaten him to death;—they, who I have 
every reason to believe, were two of the regular and two 
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of the special policemen ;—and then, the next morning, 
they would have ‘discovered’ the body, and it would have 
been said that he had been murdered by Gentiles or Apos- 
tates in a personal quarrel or a street braw]. My presence 
somewhat disarranged their plans, and it was that, proba- 


bly, which caused the two men to hesitate, not knowing 


what would be considered their ‘duty’ ander present cir- 
cumstances. 

A much less noble fate than assassination was reserved 
for us. The wretches, although otherwise well armed, 
were not holding revolvers in their hands, as I at first sup- 
posed. They were furnished with huge garden syringes 
charged with the most disgusting filth, in the preparation 


of which they took especial pains, so kindred to their 


own base natures was such an act, that [ doubt not they 


found it quite a labor of love. The moment the syringes — 


were pointed at us my husband, thinking a shot was com- 


ing, moved his head, and_ thus to a certain extent escaped 


the full force of the discharge. I, however, was not so for- 


tunate. My hair, bonnet, face, clothes, person—every inch. . 


of my body, every shred that I wore—were in an instant 
saturated, and my husband and myself stood there reeking 
from head to foot.”’ 


Persons who have left the church, or aré cut off there- 
from are turned over to “the buffetings of Satan ;”’ which 


means to suffer such indignities as Mr. and Mrs. Stenhouse 


experienced, or some other annoyance, oftentimes more 
dangerous to life and limb. Not unfrequently property is 
destroyed—fences, houses, barns, st@cks, cattle—to drive 


‘the poor apostate back into the church, or out of the com- 


munity. A stray pound is set up in many of the settle- 
ments—perhaps all—and although a legal and useful 


means of restraining cattle, is often made an engine of op- 
_ pression, to the gentile and apostate, by the Priesthood 


causing their cattle to be confined without just cause, and 


THE MARKED BALLOT. 


The present election law in the Territory is an outrage 


_ upon the people. Every ballot containing the names of — 
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- the church candidates is printed in a manner peculiar to 
the church. The authorities, being almost exclusively 
dignitaries in the Mormon Church, give direction not only 
to the making up of the ticket from the faithful, but to 
the manner of printing the ballot. The church printing 
office, the Deseret News establishment, is, alone, in pos- 
session of the type of the “‘ Deseret Alphabet,” a system 
of phonetic characters; and the ballots are printed on both 
sides with a margin of these characters, so that. fold the 

, ticket as you may those characters are somewhere visible. 
[Here the speaker exhibited a ticket as described. ] 

_ When the voter presents himself, his name is taken, and 

; a number placed opposite thereto, in a book prepared for 

that purpose. The ballot is then received by the judge, 

(there being but one, and a clerk) who marks the ballot 

with the same number, when he deposits it in the box. 

By the bill now/under consideration, we seek to avoid 
both of these un-republican deyices, by requiring the Sec- 
retary, or in his absence from any cause, the Governor, to 
procure ballots, of a uniform size, character and quality, 
and envelopes of a like size, character and quality, in which 
to inclose the ballots; so that there may be the least pos- 
sible opportunity to discover for whom the elector cast his 
ballot. These provisions, with severe penalties for plac- 
ing any mark upon the ballots whereby the elector may be 
discovered, and adequate penalties for the infraction of the © 
other provisions of the law, will, it is believed by the best 
informed apostates and gentiles, furnish a clear immunity 
to those members of the Mormon Church, who are in- 

' | clined to vote sentiments, and for persons, not approved 

by the Priesthood. For I state it as a fact, growing out 

of the necessity for obedience as taught by their theocratic 
government, that no civil officer in the Territory, save 

? those appointed by the President of the United States, and 

the local officers of one county, Tooele by name, was ever 

appointed or elected to any office, however humble and 


a 
| 
J 
1 
1 


17 
insignificant, without the consent of the .Mormon hier- 
archs, firet had and obtained, as a condition precedent. 


And, almost universally, the civil officers of the Terri- 
tory, other than those before excepted, are filled by polyg- 


amous officers of the church, as a reward for their faithfal- - 


ness in “living rg religion” in the very: facé of the law 
In this connection I desire to read from the message of 
the Governor of Utah, delivered to the Legislature of the 


Territory, on the assembling of that body on the 14th of 


_ the present month, in Salt Lake city, and received by me 
yesterday. 


SEORET BALLOT. 


“‘T desire to call attention to the law regulating elec- 
tions, and request that it be so amended as to relieve it of 
an objectionable feature known as the ‘ marked ballot.’ 
That portion of the statute relating to the registration of 
votes a8 @ precaution against fraud, is acceptable to the 
people and is considered amply sufficient asa safeguard, 
without the accompanying provision, requiring the name 
of the elector to be written in the poll- books, and opposite 


to it the number of his vote. This is regarded as espion- 


age, enabling the officers of election, if so dis , to 
tell how and for whom each person votes. I also suggest 
the propriety of providing for two judges of election -in 
every precinct instead of one, and make it the duty of the 


- county court to appoint the officers, and to select one from 


each of the political parties, thereby giving to each a friend 


at the polls, Also, that every ballot be sealed up in an 


envelope before being deposited; the envelopes to be of 
uniform color and size, and to be furnished to judges of 
elections by the County Courts for free distribution at the 
places of holding the elections. ' | 
“This, it seems, would afford to every citizen entitled 
to vote an opportunity to do so, in accordance with his 
own wishes. The right of suffrage allowed to citizens 
should carry witb>it the right to exercise that suffrage in a 
manner satisfactory to himself, without the ity of 
being called to account for his choice of candidates, or of 


experiencing unpleasant consequences. The duty of the 
legislature to “ guard the purity of the ballot box” is un- 
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questionable, but it would be an abuse of power to so en-— 
tangle it as to thwart the wishes of the people, otherwise 
suffrage, which has been given as a high constitutional 
privilege wherewith to protect their rights and opinions, 

| recoils on its possessors and subverts the very ends and 
Objects it was intended to accomplish.” 


This recommendation has often been“made before, but 
has always been disregarded, and will be again. 


THE PENALTIES OF THE LAW. 


The penalties of the proposed law furnish an adequate 
measure of punishment for any infraction of its provisions 
denounced by its terms; while the law of the Territory 
enacted bya legislature composed, with one or two excep- 
tions only, of Mormon Apostles and Bishops, as have been 
all the Legislative bodies, from the first settling of the val- 
ley of the Great Salt Lake, has no penalties, at all com- | 
mensurate with the crime of robbing the ballot box of its 

‘sacred charm of purity and inviolability. je, 
For instance, under the proposed law the penalties af- 
fixed to an outrage of any of its provisions area fine of not | 
- more than $2,000, or imprisonment not more than three | 
’ years, or both, and the costs of the prosecution. Whereas 
under the sixth section of the Territorial law of 1853, as 
‘amended February 18, 1876 : 


“Tf any returns are delayed by the negligence of tHe 
judge, beyond two i after said election, the judge so 
offending shall be fined, on conviction thereof, in any sum 
not exceeding fifty dollars, or be imprisoned not exceeding 
six months, or both.” 


—— 


It will be seen at a glance that, under this law, a judge 
of an election may defeat the will of the people, and the 
only penalty provided is a trifling punishment that many 
would cheerfully suffer to secure the election of a friend in 
an exciting contest. There are other penalties in the same 

, Statute, and in the supplementary act of 1876, for other 
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offenses described, but they are wholly inadequate. A 
very remarkable provision, however, is section (15) fifteen 
of the old act of 1853, which provides that, 


“‘ All officers acting in elections shall be allowed a reas- 
onable compensation for their services, and shall be punished 
" with a reasonable preventive amount of fine for fraud or neg- 
ligence, by any Court having jurisdiction ” ! ! 


What is a reasonable compensation ? What is a reasona- 
ble preventive amount of fine? Whose reason is to ascer- 
tain the limit in both cases? Does the officer “‘acting” use 
his reason to determine the compensation, or shall it be 
ascertained by some one not named in the statute? “Any 
Court having jurisdiction” may fix the fine; but, who 
shall say that, what is reasonable to one Court may not be 
unreasonable to another? Verily this section deserves 
immortality in the brass of the twelve tables, or.to be pre- 
served with the Decalogue as “ the other self” of sacred 
lawgiving. 


WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 


The first section of the proposed law provides for the 
repeal of the Territorial Statute giving the right of suf- 
frage to women. 

The expediency of this provision has been questioned 
by some of the best friends of the liberal cause in and out 
of the Territory; but 1-am convinced that the positions 
assumed by them, after a careful examination of all the 


arguments they have adduced, are untenable. The condi- 


tion of the women in Utah is anomalous. 

In the first place nine-tenths of the adult females in the 
Territory are of foreign birth. One half the whole: num- 
ber of adult females are living in polygamy, or have so 
lived. Most of these have borne children. Mormonism, 
by such as have entered the polygamic state, must be re- 
garded as their only refage from the infamy with which 
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20 
the christian world has branded, and will ever brand, the 


bestial practice of plural marriage. 


_ They have gone too far to retrace their steps without 
publishing their own shame and stamping their children 
with bastardy; than which nothing is more abhorrent to 
a mother’s soul, even in the lowest civilizations of the 
world. All that the Mormon mother in polygamy has to 
console the weary, dreary days that drag themselves along 
in sorrow, heartburning, jealousy, strife and contention is; 
that Mormonism is true. She will tell you that she does 
not believe her religion true, she “ knowe its true.” She.. 
will tell you in the flippant phrase taught her by her bra- 
tal Priests and teachers that, she knows its true, because 
‘‘the spirit ot God has borne witness to her spirit that it is 
true ;” and God commanded her, in a revelation she her- 
self received, to become the second, the third, the fourth 
or fifth wife of Brother so and so; that in obedience to her 
religious duty and the command of the Deity she took upon: 
herself the joys and sorrows of plural wifehood. Alas, gen-— 
tleman, as your own knowledge of human nature must 
teach you, the sorrows of the poor, neglected, childbear- 
ing wife of a brutal husband, with four or five other‘women, 
also bearing children to him, are far in excess of the joys 
that smile upon her grief-seared heart. It has been said — 
that they are happy in their debased womanhood; but do 
not believe it, gentlemen, it is not true; it never has been 
true since Sarai drove Hagar into the Wilderness; and 
the offspring of these plural marriages, Ishmael like, with- 
out the delights of home and an honored parentage, have — 
every man’s hand against them, and their hands are againet 
every man. What can we expect of those poor, helpless 
women but that they will stoutly maintain that they are 
respectable ; ‘that they are honored in being mothers, and 
that, as their religion teaches them, they shall be ex- 
alted in the life to come just as they have faithfully per- 
formed the duties of wife and mother in this. Hence, 
they with a unanimity not Known to any other class of 
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persons on thé continent, sustain the requirements of the 
church, and unanimously support the church ticket. 

It has been argued by many well meaning and noble 
minded persons, men and women, who love, revere, wor- 
ship the sacred names of mother, wife, sister, and all the 
endearments those names imply in a pure, christian house- 
hold, that, the women of Utah iu possession of the ballot, 
polygamy and its disgusting horrors would soon disappear. 

The facts, gentlemen, after eight years’ experience are 
quite at variance with this specious argument. Those who 
employ that argument have done so, and do so now, from 
the stand point of the bighbred and cultured American 
woman. Quite a different personage is the peasant of low 
degree, taken to wife by the low-browed brute from the 


slums of Europe. The ballot in the hands of the chris-— 


tian mothers of the Republic and their glorious, high souled 
daughters, is one thing; bat in the hands of a squalid 
peasantry, who have vever known, and will never know 
the value of political and religious liberty; in the hands 
of women, who have grown up in the households of bru- 
tality ; who have witnessed three or four mothers living 
with one man in a single room, and all bearing children 
to him, it is quite another and a different thing, and an 
engine of the perpetuity of fanaticism, ignorance, crime 
and misery, instead of the palladiam of American freedom 
and the boasted charter of popular sovereignty. 


POLIGAMISTS DISFRANOHISED. 


The first section of the bill also denies the privilege of 

the ballot to polygamists and prohibits them from holding 
any civil office in the Territory, if they have become such 
since the passage of the act of Congress of July 1, 1862, 
to punish and prevent bigamy in the Territories and other 
places, or shall become such hereafter. The manifest jus- 
tice of this provision commends itself to every right-think- 
ing mind. The Congress of the United States, with all 
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the solemn formalities of the two august bodies of which 
it is composed, enacted the law of 1862 just referred to; 
and by its provisions the crime of bigamy is made infa- 
mous, heavy penalties are denounced against it, and the 
judges of the courts in Utah have often given this law in 
charge to the grand juries of those courts. Yet, in mock- 
ery of the power and authority of the Congress and the 
Government of the United States, a whole people, num- 
bering not less than a hundred thousand, taught to regard 
polygamy as a heaven-born tenet of their religion, revealed 
by God Almighty to their Prophet Joseph Smith, have 
been forced to defy that law at the behest of their wicked 
Priesthood ; who have not only commanded the people to 
take unto themselves more wives, since the passage of that 
law, but many of their leading men, Brigham Young and 
George Q. Cannon, the present Delegate in Congress 
among the number, have set them an example of devotion 
to the foul God they worship, by adding to the number of 
their already numerous concubines several more of the | 
same sort. This defiance of a plain statute is publicly 
flaunted in the face of this nation from the rostrum of the 
great Tabernacle in Salt Lake City, in the presence of as- 
sembled thousands; from the pulpits of their local meet- 
ing-houses and on the streets. Hyerywhere, in public and 
in private, the people are taught to denounce the Govern- 
ment of the United States because of this law, and are ex- 
horted to live their religion regardless of that statate, or 
any consequences to flow from a disregard of its provisions 
and its sanctions. 
While I do not attempt to excuse the violation of that 
law by the rank and file of the Mormon people, most of 
whom are of foreign birth and exceedingly ignorant of 
American laws and institutions, I would urge upon your 
consideration the responsibility which attaches to their 
leaders for the unrighteous teaching and pernicious exani- 
ple by which -they influence the action of their illiterate 


- followers in this regard. 
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It is notorious, in Salt Lake City, that George Q. Can- 
non, the Mormon Delegate in Congress, has six women 
who are regarded by him as wives and treated as such ; 
that two of these women, Mary Mason and Hannab T. 
King, he has taken to wife since he became a member of 
your Hon, Body in the 43d Congress. It is also notorious 
that the woman Mason has borne him one child. This 
man is an Apostle—one of the twelve—a favorite member 
of that august body of hierarchs, and one of the editors 
of the Mormon Church organ called “The Deseret Even- 
ing News.” All his brother Apostles and the two coan- 
selors of the late Prophet are polygamists. They are also 
Prophets, Seers, and Revelators, and claim, by a self-im- 
posed authority and a self-assumed illumination, to receive 
_ the revelations of the Deity direct from the Divine lips of 
Jehovah, and to impart his will and' his command to the 
faithful throughout the world. Where in Brigham's | 
time the Church had but one Prophet, Seer, and Revela- 
tor, this bydra-headed fanaticism bas now fourteen! And 
these men, led on by Brigham Young, are responsible for 
the organization of the Church, with polygamy as a chief 
tenet of the Mormon faith. This doctrine is not taught 
by the ‘‘Josephites,”’ who profess to follow the teachings of 
the prophet Joseph Smith, nor was it openly taught or 
practiced by the “Brighamites,’”’ (who entertain a most pro- 
found contempt for the so-called followers of Joseph) until 
they reached the valley of the Great Salt Lake, July 24, 
1847. There, the Revelation they claim was given to Joe 
Smith at Nauvoo, July 12, 1843, was first promulgated. 

The authenticity of this matrimonial Apocalypse is 
denied, however, by Joseph Smith, junior, a son of the 
Prophet, and all the followers of the dead Smith, known 
as “‘Josephites.” | 

Allow me to read now from the Governor’s message 

upon this ever-recurring theme, polygamy : 


23 
> 
e 
= 
4 


24 
“ POLYGAMY. 


“ The majority of the people of this Territory belong to a 
religious sect known as the ‘Latter-day Saints.’ I do not in- 
tend to discuss the merits or demerits of this new religion, 
bat to refer to one of its distinctive features, polygamy. his 
system of marriage has continued here for thirty years, and 
for fifteen years in violation of.law. In all the States and 
Territories except Utah it is considered a grave offence, and 
ig severely punished. Polygamy is no lessa crime here than 
in other portions of our country, and yet the law remains © 
a dead letter upon the statutes. I regard this system of 
marriage an evil undermining the peace of society brought 
within ite influence, and carrying with it dark shadows 
which rest like a blight upon the offapring of these ille 
relations and the women who are maintained ia them. The 
number of polygamous wives in Utah is latge—how large 
I have not the means of knowing—yet it is safe to say they 
number thousands. Such a cselition of things is an 
anomaly nowhere else to be found in a Christian country. 
This, gentlemen, is a serious question, aud should be met 
openly and with candor. It is for you to decide whether, 
from all the surruundings, you will take action in the 
premises and provide against the continuance of these 
criminal relations, or ignore the consequences of this state 
of affairs. Congress has reserved to itself the right to ap- 


prove or disapprove of any territorial legislation, and also 


to enact such laws as may appear necessary to the welfare 
of the people. Yet, notwithstanding these reserved powers, 
it is more than probable that Congress would acquiesce in 
any measure inaugurated by yourselves looking to a per- 
manent and equitable settlement of this question. The 
Territories are the wards of the National Government, cre- 
ated by Congress, and whatever privileges are enjoyed 
within them are extended by that body, all of which Oon- 


gress has the power to modify or revoke. The policy of the 


overnment has been to allow citizens of the Territories 
to legislate for themselves, and no doubt it will continne 


_ in that policy provided they enact judiciotis laws, such as 


are in accord with the General Government and in harmo- 
ny with those of the States, but not otherwise. Polygam- 
ous marriages are so frequent and so numerous throughout 
this Territory, and the sentiment of the people so much in 
their favor, that the officers of the law, though charged with 
the duty of enforcing the law, find themselves unable to 
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a without further and more stringent legislation on the 

subject. 

«This legislative body has sufficient jurisdiction over the 
matter to provide such evactments as the circumstances 
require; but if it fails to act in the premises, then it is the 
daty of Congress to take cognizance of the fact, and to 
provide such legislation as will meet this case, or abolish 
the law which makes polygamy a crime. Polygamy and 
the union of Church and Btate are stumbling-blocks in 

: the way of a settled condition of affairs in this Terri- 
‘tory, and are alike detrimeutal to the interests of the dom-. 
inant Charch and the entire people. foes 

** Any religious body in this country holding two such 
tenets.as I have just referred to, which are so antagonistic 
to American ideas and republican government, will be the 
object of distrust in other respects, though blamelsss or 
even praiseworthy.”’ 


The recommendations here contained have been given in 
every message for years past, and have been utterly disre- 
garded and laughed at by the holy lawgivers of Zion. 


MORMONS DISLOYAL TO THE GOVERNMENT. 


The same Priesthood is also responsible for the horrible 
-~\scenes enacted in the “ endowment house,” as it is called, 
where, in the absence of a regular temple, the rights and 
ceremonies are performed, through which the neophyte 
must pass to full fellowship in the Church. | : 
These are graphically described in the book called 
“ Wife No. 19,” by Ann Eliza Young, Brigham’s apostate 
wife, and are fully indorsed, as authentically related, by 
many other apostates from the Mormon church. A por- 
tion of these ceremonies I now present from page 368 of | 
that work: 
“We were then given certain signs, pass-words, and 
grips, arranged in a circle, and told to kneel; the women 
were also required to cover their faces with their veils; 
then we were bidden to raise our right hands heavenward, 
and take the oath of implicit obedience and inviolable se- 
crecy. The women promised entire subjection to their 
husband’s will; the men that they would take no woman 


as a wife without the expressed permission of the Priest- 
hood. We all promised that we would never question the 
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commands of our authorities in the chureh, but would 
grant them instant obedience; we swore also to entertain 
an everlasting enmity to the United States Government, 
and to disregard its oes ‘so far as possible ; we swore that 
—-we would use every exertion to avenge the death of our 
Prophet Joseph Smith and his brother Hyram, npon the 
Gentile race, by whose means they were brought to their 
unhappy fate, and to teach ounchildren to foster thie spirit 
of revenge also; and last of ali, we swore never to reveal 
the mysteries of the Endowment House. 

‘The breakiug of this latter oath was to be followed by 
the most horrible penalties; torture of the most excrucia- 
ting kind was to be inflicted upon any one whoywhould 
disregard this oath—his bowels should be torn from him 
while he was yet alive; his throat should then be cut from 
ear to ear; bis heart and his tongue eat ont; and in the 
world to come he should inberit eternal dammation. There 
should be, nor could be, no chance of salvation for him. 

‘‘ These promised penalties are by no means mere forms 
- of words, given merely to add impressiveness to the cere- 
mony. 

- The ‘Blood Atonement’ shows that they are carried 
out, and hundreds of cases could be cited in addition to 
_ those already given, to prove that the Endowment House 
penalties are by no means dead letters in the Mormon 
Charch law. 

“ The cutting of every Gentile and Apostate throat, and 
the ‘sending to bell across lots,’ that haye been so openly 
and emphatically urged from the stand by Brigham Youn 
and others, is only a public expression of the mysteries o 
the Endowment Oaths.” 


These are the men, this the Priesthood, reeking with | 
disloyalty and treason—secret, bloody, MURDEROUS treason | 
to the Government of this Nation and its people, who 
come here to this Capitol, knocking at its doors, and ask- 
ing to be made one of the glorious galaxy of the States of 
this blood-bought, blood-cemented Union! Shame has no 
blash that they can wear, effrontery no audacity they would 
not assume ! | 

Living in open violation of the known law of the land, 
harboriug and reveling in treason to the Government, 
they are not entitled to the rights of American citizens; 
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and Jadges MeKean and Boreman, of Utah, where safis- 
fied by evidence that they were living in polygamy, have 
refused to naturalize the perverse, law-breaking ‘“‘ Saints ”’ 
applying for citizenship; for which action all good men 
accord to them the highest meed of praise. | 

It is quite notorious in the Territory that same Po- 
lygamous priests oppose any effective syatem\of public 
_ education. The Legislature of the Territory often 
been petitioned to enact a general law upoa the subject of 
eommon schools, bat has as often refused to entestain 
the matter. Brigham Young and George Q: Cannon have 
publicly denounced the free, or public school system, time 
and again, in the Tabernacle, as have other high priests of 
the church; and to-day no system of free schools is to be 
found in Utah. The gentile charches—the Episcopalian, 
Presbyterian and Methodist have schools in the Territory, 
and are now educating hundreds of the poor Mormon chil- 
dren without charge to their parents. Yet this selfillu- 
minated hierarchy,claim pre-eminence as the ehosen peo- 
ple of God in this land. 
I now read from the Governor’s message, treating this 
subject : 
“ COMMON SCHOOLS. | 

“A revision of the law relating to.schools, so that it 
shall be more in accord with the progress and spirit of the 
times, and more acceptable to the entire people, is needed, 
and I trust will receive your attention, 
. “Under its present provisions every religious denomi- 

nation in Utah deemsit necessary to furnish schools for its 
children, while but one of these denominations receives 
any assistance from the public treasury. In this city alone 
more than thirty thousand dollars are annually expended 
for private tuition, which is no imconsiderable tax, and by 
many hard to bear. This amount of money should far- 
nish schooling for nearly the whole number of children 
in the city; whereas, under the present arrangement, it 
procures instruction for only about one-fifth of the entire 


pumber of theschool age. 
It would be wisdom to divide this city into—say, six 
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school districts, with a high school as near the center as 
may be convenient, and to furnish each district with build- - 
ings devoted exclusively to school purposes, and to provide 
all of them with teachers selected for their moral worth 
and qualifications as teachers, regardless of their religious 
bias. A graded system of instruction in keeping with a — 
place of this size should then be inaugurated, which will 
meet the requirements of the children who are to be edu- 

cated. 

Such a system, when once established, would give the 
greatest satisfaction to all who are interested, and I am 
confident could be maintained for less money than is now 
yearly expended for schools. Any system of public in- 
struction which will be beneficial to this city, can be adop- 
ted by all the cities and 9B the Territory with like 
good results. No State or Territory in the Union is better 
calculated to maintain graded schools than Utah, as nearly 
her entire population reside within corporate limits and 
towns. An appropriation should be made by the Legisla- 
ture amply sufficient for educational purposes, and the 
money should be raised by .a direct tax levied upon the 
taxable property of the Territory, in the same manner as 
funds are raised for other Territorial expenses. 

The law now in force leaves ‘the districts to decide for 
themselves whether or not they will raise by taxation the 
money necessary to maintain schools. This provision vir- 
tually leaves the question of schools or no schools to the 
respective districts, instead of the Legislature, where it 
properly belongs. Public schools should be under no sec- 
tarian influence. Morality, integrity and the other virtues 
should be inculcated in all institutions of learning, but re- 
ligious teaching should be left to the parents, the Sabbath 
schools and to the churches. If a child’s religious training 
under these influences will not stand the jostle of public - 
schools, it will be of little practical use to him in after life. . 


There is scarcely any hope that this recommendation 
will receive any favorable consideration; having been 
offered as often, perhaps, as any other, without any result 
other than contemptuous neglect. Indeed I regard it as 
positively certain that no action, looking to an adoption 
of the recommendations of the Governor, will be taken; 
but if anything could bring about so desirable a result, it 
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would be a report on the bills now before this committee. 
I beg to impress this view upon me — of the gentle- 
men who now bear me. > 
While a severe punishment ought to be visited upon the 
polygamous law-breakers of Utah and the adjacent Terri- 
tories of Idaho, Arizona and New Mexico, where Mormon- 
ism is rapidly spreading, yet it will at once be seen to be 
impractable to punish all who offend. The Government 
of the United States does not own prisons enongh in which 
to confine them. An example of some of the prominent 
leaders would, no doubt, operate as a wholesome restraint 
upon the increase of this crime ; and Congress is asked, 
in other bills, to so modify the laws as to enable the courts 
of the Territory to reach this very desirable result; but 
the provisions of the bill under consideration inflict a pun- 
ishment more feared by the body of the people than any 
prosecution before a jury. The provisions depriving the 
polygamist of the right to vote and of the right to hold 
office, will be more effectual than any remedy yet proposed ; 
because those provisions touch them in a vital part of their 
politico-religious organization. As before stated, all the 
offices in the Territory, with the exceptions mentioned, are 
held by Mormons living in polygamy with two, three, four 
or more wives, “building up the Kingdom of God on 
Earth,” as they call it, by begetting young saints “ to the 
glory of the Most High;” and with pride and exultation 
they point to one of the mottoes authorized by the church 
Utah's best crop, children.” 
This and many others, such as— 
“ We thank thee, O Lord, for a Prophet.” ‘* The Kingdom 
of God, or nothing,” 
decorate the gallery of the vast Tabernacle on the occa- 
sion of the celebration of the anniversary of their Advent 
into the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, which occurs anno- 
ally on the 24th of July } a celebration far more generally 
and enthusiastically observed by them than the natal day 
of American Independence. __ 
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In conclusion, gentlemen, if you would open op Utah 
to settlement by the enterprising people of the United 
States, the Priesthood must be shorn of its political power. 
Charch and State must be severed; and the longer it is 
delayed the more difficult will be the operation; and, 

\ anless these laws are enacted, it may finally require the 

knife of political surgery to cut out the seething, fetid 
ulcer from the body politic, that the name of Utah may — 
no_longer disgrace the map of this heritage of freemen. 
‘Sever her from North to South, divide her between Colo- 
rado and Nevada, strike her out of the Nation’s coronet of 
jewels, rather than so fair a land shall be polluted by the 
vile fiend that drags down woman to the level of the 
brute. | 


i The richest mines of all the metals and minerals, the 
: collaterals for the nation’s bonds, the substratum of her 
credit, are to be found. in Utah. With a soilof great fer- 
tility ; water flowing from the summits of her mountains 
as pure as the breath of the snow; a lake that would fur- 
nish the world with ealt, and the sick and infirm the heal- 
ing joys of the pool of Bethesda; hot and warm springs | 
that have afforded comfort and renewed vigor to many a 
. soul weary and worn with disease; a climate unsurpassed 
i in all that gives tone and vigor to the body; scenery of 
| mountain and valley, cafion and waterfall, that never fails 
to delight the mind and elevate the soul; streams that 
| swarm with the gamest trout that ever snapped a line; 
deer, elk, grouse and other game in abundance; fruit of 
all kinds in great perfection ; in fact, everythihg thaf could 
make an earthly paradise : 


“ Where every prospect pleases 
a 7 And only man is vile.” 


Rescue this fair land from the hands of a fanatical, ig- 
norant, tyrannical priesthood; rescue the women of the 
Territory ; the mothers, daughters and sisters who are lan- 
guishing in a hated, loathsome, lecherous slavery, and 
their children in every age will rise up to call you blessed. . 
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school districts, with a high school as near the center as 
_ may be convenient, and to furnish each district with build- 
ings devoted exclusively to school purposes, and to provide 
all of them with teachers selected for their moral worth 
and qualifications as teachers, regardless of their religious 
bias. A graded system of instruction in keeping with a 


place of this size should then be inaugurated, which will 
meet the requirements of the children who are to be edu- 


gated. 


Such a system, when once established, would give the 
. greatest satisfaction to all who are interested, ‘and I am 
confident could be maintained for less money than is now 
yearly expended for schools. Any system of public in- 
struction which will be beneficial to this city, can be adop- 
ted by all the cities and towns in the Territory with like 
good results. No State or Territory in the Union is better 
calculated to maintain graded. schools than Utah, as nearly 
her entire population reside within corporate limits and 
towns. An appropriation should be made by the Legisla- 
ture amply sufficient for educational purposes, son the 
- money should be raised by .a direct tax levied upon the 
taxable property of the Territory, in the same manner as 
funds are raised for other Territorial expenses. __ | 
The law now in force leaves the diptrict to decide for 
themselves whether or not they will raise by taxation the 
money necessary to maintain schools. This provision vir- 
tually leaves the question of schools or no schools to the 
respective districts, instead of the Legislature, where it 
properly belongs. Public schools should be under no sec- 
tarian influence. Moraljfy, integrity and the other virtues 
should be inculcated in.all institutions of learning, but re- 
ligious teaching should be left to the parents, the Sabbath 
schools and to the churches. If a child’s religious training 
under these influences will not stand the jostle of public ° 
schools, it will be of little practical use to him in after life. 


There is scarcely any hope that this recommendation 
' will receive any favorable consideration; having been 
_ offered as often, perhaps, as any other, without any result 
other than contemptuous neglect. Indeed I regard it as — 
positively certain that no action, looking to an adoption 
of. the recommendations of the Governor, will be taken; 
but if anything could bring about so desirable a result, it 
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would be a report on the bills now before this committee. 
I beg to impress this view upon the minds of the gentle- 
men who now hear me. | 
While a severe punishment ought to be visited upon the 

polygamous law-breakers of Utah and the adjacent Terri- 
tories of Idaho, Arizona and New Mexico, where Mormon- 
ism is rapidly spreading, yet it will at once be seen to be 
impractable to punish all who offend. The Government 
of the United States does not own prisons enough in which 
to confine them. An example of some of the prominent 
leaders would, no doubt, operate as a wholesome restraint 
upon the increase of this crime ; and Congress is asked, 
in other bills, to 80 modify the laws as to enable the courts — 
of the Territory to reach this very desirable result; but 
the provisions of the bill under consideration inflict a pun- 
‘ishment more feared by the body of the people than any 
prosecution before a jury. The provisions depriving the 
polygamist of the right to vote and of the right to hold 
office, will be more effectual than any remedy yet proposed ; 

- becaase those provisions touch them in a vital part of their 
politico-religious organization. As before stated, all the 
.offices in the Territory, with the exceptions mentioned, are 
beld by Mormons living in polygamy with two, three, four 
or more wives, “building up the Kingdom of God on 
Earth,” as they call it, by begetting young saints “ to the 
glory of the Most High;” and with pride and exultation 
they point to one of the mottoes authorized by the church 

“ Utah’s best crop, children.” 
This and many others, such as— 
“ We thank thee,.O Lord, for a Prophet.” ‘* The Kingdom 
of God, or nothing,” 

decorate the gallery of the vast Tabernacle on the occa- 
sion of the celebration of the anniversary of their Advent 
into the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, which occurs anno- 
ally on the 24th of July # a celebration far more generally 
and enthusiastically observed by them than the natal day 
of American Independence. __ 
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school districts, with a high school as near the center as 
may be convenient, and to furnish each district with build- 
ings devoted exclusively to school purposes, and to provide 
all of them with teachers selected for their moral worth 
and qualifications as teachers, regardless of their: religious 
bias. A graded system of instruction in keeping with a | 
place of this size should then be inaugurated, which will 
meet the requirements of the children who are té be edv- 
cated. | 


Such a system, when once established, would give the 


greatest satisfaction to all who are interested, andIlam_ . 


confident could be maintained for less money than is now 
yearly expended for schools. Any system of public in- 
struction which will be beneficial to this city, can be adop- 
ted by all the cities and towns in the Territory with like 
good results. No State or Territory in the Union is better 
calculated to maintain graded schools than Utah, as nearly 
her entire population reside within corporate limits and 
towns. An appropriation should be made by the Legisla- 
ture amply sufficient for educational purposes, aud the 
money should be raised by .a direct tax levied upon the 
taxable property of the Territory, in the same manner as 
funds are raised for other Territorial expenses. 

The law now in force leaves the districts to decide for. 
themselves whether or not they will raise by taxation the 
money necessary to maintain schools. This provision vir- 
tually leaves the question of schools or no schools to the 
respective districts, instead of the Legislature, where it 
properly belongs. Public schools should be under no sec- 
‘tarian influence. Morality, integrity and the other virtues 
should be inculcated in all institutions of learning, but re- 
ligious teaching should be left to the parents, the Sabbath 
schools and to the churches. If a child’s religious training 
under these influences will not stand the jostle of public - 
schools, it will be of little practical use to him in after life. 


There is scarcely any hope that this recommendation 
will receive any favorable consideration; having been 
offered as often, perhape, as any other, without any result 
other than contemptuous neglect. Indeed I regard it as — 
positively certain that no action, looking to an adoption 
‘of the recommendations of the Governor, will be taken ; 
but if anything could bring about so desirable a result, it 
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would be a report on the bills now before this committee. 
I beg to impress this view upon the minds of the gentle- 
men who now hear me. 

While a severe punishment ought to be visited upon the © 
polygamous law-breakers of Utah and the adjacent Terri- 
tories of Idaho, Arizona and New Mexico, where Mormon- 
ism is rapidly spreading, yet it will at once be seen to be 
impractable to punish all who offend. The Government 
of the United States does not own prisons enough in which 
to confine them. An example of some of the prominent 
leaders would, no doubt, operate as a wholesome restraint 
upon the increase of this crime ; and Congress is asked, 
in other bills, to so modify the laws as to enable the courts 
of the Territory to reach this very desirable result; but 
the provisions of the bill under consideration inflict a pun- 
ishment more feared by the body of\ the people than any 
prosecution before a jury. The provisions depriving the 
polygamist of the right to vote and of the right to hold 
office, will be more effectual than any remedy yet proposed ; - 


because those provisions touch them in a vital part of their - 


politico-religious organization. As before stated, all the 
offices in the Territory, with the exceptions mentioned, are 
beld by Mormons living in polygamy with two, three, four 
or more wives, “building up the Kingdom of God on 
Earth,” as they call it, by begetting young saints “ to the 
glory of the Most High;” and with pride and exultation 
they point to one of the mottoes authorized by the church 
| “ Utah's best crop, children.” 
This.and many others, such as— | 
“ We thank thee, O Lord, for a Prophet.” ‘* The Kingdom 
| of God, or nothing,” 
decorate the gallery of the vast Tabernacle or the occa- 
sion of the celebration of the anniversary of their Advent 
into the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, which occurs annao- 
_ ally on the 24th of July ¥ a celebration far more generally 


and enthusiastically observed by them than the natal day 
of American Independence. | 
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school districts, with a high school as near the center as 
may be convenient, and to furnish each district with build- 
ings devoted exclusively to school purposes, and to provide 
all of them with teachers selected for their moral worth 
and qualifications as teachers, regardless of their religious 
bias. A graded system of instruction in keeping with a 
place of this size should then be inaugurated, which will 
meet the requirements of the children who are to be edv- 
cated. 

Such a system, when once established, would give the 
greatest satisfaction to all who are interested, and I am 
confident could be maintained for less money than is now 
yearly expended for schools. Any system of public in- 
struction which will be beneficial to this city, can be adop- 
ted by all the cities and towns in the Territory with like 
good results. No State or Territory in the Union is better 
calculated to maintain graded schools than Utah, as nearly 
her entire population reside within corporate limits and 
towns. An appropriation should be made by the Legisla- 
_ ture amply sufficient for educational purposes, aad the 
money should be raised by .a direct tax levied upon the 
taxable property of the Territory, in the same manner as 
funds are raised for other Territorial expenses. 

The law now in force leaves the districts to decide for 
themselves whether or not they will raise by taxation the 
money necessary to maintain schools. This provision vir- 
tually leaves the question of schools or no schools to the 
respective districts, instead of the Legislature, where it 
properly belongs. Public schools should be under no sec- 
tarian influence. Morality, integrity and the other virtues 
should be inculcated in all institutions of learning, but re- 
a teaching should be left to the parents, the Sabbath 
schools and to the churches. If a child’s religious training 
under these influences will not stand the jostle of public 
schools, it will be of little practical use to him in after life. 


There is scarcely any hope that this recommendation 
will receive any favorable consideration; having been 
offered as often, perhaps, as any other, without any result 
other than contemptuous neglect. Indeed I regard it as 
positively certain that no action, looking to an adoption 
of the recommendations of the Governor, will be taken; 
but if anything could bring about so desirable a result, it 
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would be a report dn the bills now before this committee. 
I beg to impress this view upon the minds of the gentle- 
men who now hear me. 

While a severe punishment ought to be visited upon the 
polygamous law-breakers of Utah and the adjacent Terri- 
tories of Idaho, Arizona and New Mexico, where Mormon- 
ism is rapidly spreading, yet it will at once be seen to be 
impractable to punish all who offend. The Government 
of the United States does not own prisons enough in which 
to confine them. An example of some of the prominent 
leaders would, no doubt, operate as a wholesome restraint 
upon the increase of this crime ; and Congress is asked, 
in other bills, to so modify the laws as to enable the courts 
of the Territory to reach this very desirable result; but 
the provisions of the bill under consideration inflict a pun- 
ishment more feared by the body of the people than any 
prosecution before a jury. The provisions depriving the 
polygamist of the right to vote and of the right to hold 
office, will be more effectual than any remedy yet proposed ; 
because those provisions touch them in a vital part of their — 
politico-religious organization. As before stated, all the 
offices in the Territory, with the exceptions mentioned, are 
beld by Mormons living in polygamy with two, three, four 
or more wives, “building up the Kingdom of God on 
Earth,” as they call it, by begetting young saints “ to the 
glory of the Most High;” and with pride and exultation . 
they point to one of the mottoes authorized by the church | 


“ Utah's best crop, children.” 
This and many others, such as— 
“ We thank thee, O Lord, for a Prophet.” ‘* The Kingdom 
of God, or nothing,” 
decorate the gallery of the vast Tabernacle on the occa- 
sion of the celebration of the anniversary of their Advent 
into the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, which occurs annao- 
ally on the 24th of July # a celebration far more generally 
and enthusiastically observed by them than the natal day 
of Independence. 
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school districts, with a high school as near the center as 
may be convenient, and to furnish each district with build- 
ings devoted exclusively to school purposes, and to provide 
all of them with teachers selected for their moral worth 
and qualifications as teachers, regardless of their religious 
bias. A graded system of instruction in keeping with a 
place of this size should then be inaugurated, which will 
meet the requirements of the children who are to be edv- 
cated. 

Such a system, when once established, would give the 
greatest satisfaction to al] who are interested, and I am 
confident could be maintained for less money than is now 
yearly expended for schools. Any system of public in- 
struction which will be beneficial to this city, can be adop- 
ted by all the cities and towns in the Territory with like 
good results. No State or Territory in the Union is better 
calculated to maintain graded schools than Utah, as nearly 
her entire population reside within corporate limits and 
towns. An appropriation should be made by the Legisla- 
ture amply sufficient for educational purposes, and the 
money should be raised by .a direct tax levied upon the 
taxable property of the Territory, in the same manner as 
funds are raised for other Territorial expenses. 

The law now in force leaves the districts to decide for 
themselves whether-or not they will raise by taxation the 
money necessary to maintain schools. This provision vir- 
tually leaves the question of schools or no schools to the 
respective districts, instead of the Legislature, where it 
properly belongs. Public schools should be under no sec- 
tarian influence. Morality, integrity and the other virtues 
should be inculcated in all institutionsof learning, but re- 
ligious teaching should be left to the parents, the Sabbath 


_ schools and to the churches. If a child’s religious training 


under these influences will not stand the jostle of public ° 
schools, it will be of little practical use to him in after life. 


There is scarcely any hope that this recommendation 
will receive -any favorable consideration; having been 
offered as often, perhaps, as any other, without any result 
other than contemptuous neglect. Indeed I regard it as 
positively certain that no action, looking to an adoption 
of the recommendations of the Governor, will be taken; 


but if anything could bring about so desirable a result, it 
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would be a report on the bills now before this committee. 
I beg to impress this view upon the minds of the — 
men who now hear me. 

While a severe punishment ought to be visited upon he 
polygamous law-breakers of Utah and the adjacent Terri- 
tories of Idaho, Arizona and New Mexico, where Mormon- 
ism is rapidly spreading, yet it will at once be seen to be 
impractable to punish all who offend. The Government 
of the United States does not own prisons enough in which 
to confine them. An example of some of the prominent 
leaders would, no doubt, operate as a wholesome restraint 
upon the increase of this crime ; and Congress is asked, 
in other bills, to so modify the laws as to enable the courts 
of the Territory to reach this very desirable result; but 
the provisions of the bill under consideration inflict a pun- 
ishment more feared by the body of the people than any 
prosecution before a jury. The provisions depriving the 
polygamist of the right to vote and of the right to hold 
office, will be more effectual than any remedy yet proposed ; 
because those provisions touch them in a vital part of their 
politico-religious organization. As before stated, all the 
offices in the Territory, with the exceptions mentioned, are 
held by Mormons living in polygamy with two, three, four 
or more wives, “building up the Kingdom of God on 
Earth,” as they call it, by begetting young saints “ to the 
glory of the Most High;” and with pride and exultation 
they point to one of the mottoes authorized by the church 

“ Utah's best crop, children.” | 

This and many others, such as— 

“ We thank thee, O Lord, for a Prophet.” ‘* The Kingdom 

of God, or nothing,” 
decorate the gallery of the vast Tabernacle on the occa- 
sion of the celebration of the anniversary of their Advent 
into the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, which occurs anno- 
ally on the 24th of July # a celebration far more generally 
and enthusiastically observed by them than the natal day 
of American Independence. 
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school districts, with a high school as near the center as 
may be convenient, and to furnish each district with build- 
ings devoted exclusively to school purposes, and to provide 
all of them with teachers selected for their moral worth 
and qualifications as teachers, regardless of their religious 
bias. A graded system of instruction in keeping with a 
place of this size should then be inaugurated, which will 
porte: the requirements of the children who are to be edv- 
cated. 

Such a system, when once established, would give the 
greatest satisfaction to all who are interested, and I am 
confident could be maintained for less money than is now 
yearly expended for schools. Any system of public in- 
struction which will be beneficial to this city, can be adop- 
ted by all the cities and towns in the Territory with like 
good results. No State or Territory in the Union is better 
calculated to maintain graded schools than Utah, as nearly 
her entire population reside within corporate limits and 
towns. An appropriation should be made by the Legisla- 
ture amply sufficient for educational purposes, and the 
money should be raised by .a direct tax levied upon the 
taxable property of the Territory, in the same manner as 
funds are raised for other Territorial expenses. 7 

The law now in force leaves the districts to decide for 
themselves whether or not they will raise by taxation-the 
money necessary to maintain schools. This provision vir-~ 
tually leaves the question of schools or no schools to the 
respective districts, instead of the Legislature, where it 
properly belongs. Public schools should be under no sec- 
tarian influence. Morality, integrity and the other virtues 
should be inculeated in all institutions of learning, but re- 
0 teaching should be left to the parents, the Sabbath 
schools and to the churches. If a child’s religious training 
under these influences will not stand the jostle of public ° 
schools, it will be of little practical use to him in after life. 


There is scarcely any hope that this recommendation 
will receive any favorable consideration; having been 
offered as often, perhaps, as any other, without any result 
other than contemptuous neglect. Indeed I regard it as 
positively certain that no action, looking to an adoption 
of the recommendations of the Governor, will be taken; 
but if anything could bring about so desirable a result, it 
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would be a report on the bills now before this committee. 
I beg to impress this view upon the minds of the gentle- 
men who now bear me. 

. While a severe punishment ought to be visited upon the 
polygamous law-breakers of Utah and the adjacent Terri- 
tories of Idaho, Arizona and New Mexico, where Mormon- 
ism is rapidly spreading, yet it will at once be seen to be 
impractable to punish all who offend. The Government 
of the United States does not own prisons enough in which 
to confine them. An example of some of the prominent 
leaders would, no doubt, operate as a wholesome restraint 
upon the increase of this crime ; and Congress is asked, 
in other bills, to so modify the laws as to enable the courts 
of the Territory to reach this very desirable result; but 
the provisions of the bill under consideration inflict a pun- 
ishment more feared by the body of the people than any 
prosecution before a jury. The provisions depriving the 
polygamist of the right to vote and of the right to hold 
office, will be more effectual than any remedy yet proposed ; 
because those provisions touch them in a vital part of their — 
politico-religious organization. As before stated, all the 
. Offices in the Territory, with the exceptions mentioned, are 
held by Mormons living in polygamy with two, three, four 
or more wives, “building up the Kingdom of God on 
Earth,” as they call it, by begetting young saints “ to the 
glory of the Most High;” and with pride and exultation 
they point to one of the mottoes authorized by the church 

“ Utah’s best crop, children.” 

This and many others, such as— 

“ We thank thee, O Lord, for a Prophet.” ‘* The Kingdom 
of God, or nothing,” 

decorate the gallery of the vast Tabernacle on the occa- 

sion of the celebration of the anniversary of their Advent 

into the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, which occurs annu- 

ally on the 24th of July; a celebration far more generally 


and enthusiastically observed by them than the natal day 
of American Independence. _ 
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school districts, with a high school as hear the center as 
may be convenient, and to furnish each district with build- 
ings devoted exclusively to school purposes, and to provide 
all of them with teachers selected for their moral worth 
and qualifications as teachers, regardless of their religious - 
bias. A graded system of instruction in keeping with a 
place of this size should then be inaugurated, which will 


meet the requirements of the children who are to be edv- 


cated. 

Such a system, when once established, would give the 
greatest satisfaction to all who are interested, and Iam 
confident could be maintained for less money than is now 
yearly expended for schools. Any system of public in- 
struction which will be beneficial to this city, can be adop- 
ted by all the cities and towns in the Territory with like 
good results. No State or Territory in the Union is better 
calculated to maintain graded schools than Utah, as nearly 
her entire population reside within corporate limits and 
towns. An appropriation should be made by the Legisla- 
ture amply sufficient for educational purposes, ae the 
money should be raised by .a direct tax levied upon the 
taxable property of the Territory, in the same manner as 
funds are raised for other Territorial expenses. | 

The law now in force leaves the districts to decide for 
themselves whether or not-they will raise by taxation the 
money necessary to maintain schools. This provisior vir- 
tually leaves the question of schools or no schools to the 
respective districts, instead of the Legislature, where it 
properly belongs. Public schools should be under no sec- 
tarian influence. Morality, integrity and the other virtues 
should be inculcated in all institutions of learning, but re- 
ligious teaching should be left to the parents, the Sabbath 
schools and to the churches. If a child’s religious training 
under these influences will not stand the jostle of public - 
schools, it will be of little practical use to him in after life. 


There is scarcely any hope that this recommendation 
will receive. any favorable consideration; having been 


‘offered as often, perhaps, as any other, without any result 


other than contemptuous neglect. Indeed I regard it as — 
positively certain that no action, looking to an adoption 
of the recommendations of the Governor, will be taken; 
but if anything could bring about so desirable a result, it 
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would be a report on the bills now before this committee. 
I beg to impress this view upon the minds of the gentle- 
men who now hear me. 

While a severe punishment ought to be visited upon the 
polygamous law-breakers of Utah and the adjacent Terri- 
tories of Idaho, Arizona and New Mexico, where Mormon- 
ism is rapidly spreading, yet it will at once be seen to be 
‘impractable to punish all who offend. The Government 
of the United States does not own prisons enough i in which 
to confine them. An example of some of the prominent 
leaders would, no doubt, operate as a wholesome restraint 
upon the increase of this crime ; and Congress is asked, 
in other bills, to so modify the lem as to enable the courts 
of the Territory to reach this very desirable result; but 
the provisions of the bill under consideration inflict a pun- 
- ishment more feared by the body of the people than any 
prosecution before a jury. The provisions depriving the 
polygamist of the right to vote and of the right to hold 
office, will be more effectual than any remedy yet proposed ; 
because those provisions touch them in a vital part of their 
politico-religious organization. As before stated, all the 
Offices in the Territory, with the exceptions mentioned, are 
held by Mormons living in polygamy with two, three, four 
or more wives, “building up the Kingdom of God on 
- Earth,” as they call it, by begetting young saints “ to the 
_ glory of the Most High;” and with pride and exultation - 
they point to one of the mottoes authorized by the church 

“ Utah's best crop, children.” 

This and many others, such as— 

“ We thank thee, O Lord, for a Prophet.” ‘* The Kingdom 

of God, or nothing,” 

decorate the gallery of the vast Tabernacle on the occa- 
sion of the celebration of the anniversary of their Advent 
into the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, which occurs auno- 
ally on the 24th of July # a celebration far more generally 
and enthusiastically observed by them than the natal day 
of American Independence. __ 
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school districts, with a high school as near the center as 
may be convenient, and to furnish each district with build- 
ings devoted exclusively to school purposes, and to provide 
all of them with teachers selected for their moral worth 
and qualifications as teachers, regardless of their religious 
bias. A graded system of instruction in keeping with a 
place of this size should then be inaugurated, which will 
meet the requirements of the children who are to be edu- 
cated. 

Such a system, when -once established, would give the 
greatest satisfaction to all who are interested, and I am 
confident could be maintained for less money than is now 
yearly expended for schools. Any system of public in- 
struction which will be beneficial to this city, can be adop- 
ted by all the cities and towns in the Territory with like 
good results. No State or Territory in the Union is better 
calculated to maintain graded schools than Utah, as nearly 
her entire population reside within corporate limits and 
towns. An appropriation should be made by the Legisla- 
ture amply sufficient for educational purposes, sod the 
money should be raised by .a direct tax levied upon the 
taxable property of the Territory, in the same manner as 
funds are raised for other Territorial expenses. 

Thg-law now in force leaves the districts to decide for 
themselves whether or not they will raise by taxation the 
money necessary to maintain schools. This provision vir- 
tually leaves the question of schools or no schools to the 
respective districts, instead of the Legislature, where it 
properly belongs. Public schools should be under no sec- 
tarian influence. Morality, integrity and the.other virtues 
should be inculcated in all institutions of learning, but re- 
ligious teaching should be left to the parents, the Sabbath 
schools and to the churches. If a child’s religious training 
under these influences will not stand the jostle of public ° 
schools, it will be of little practical use to him in after life. 


There is scarcely any hope that this recommendation 
will receive any favorable consideration; having been 
_offered as often, perhaps, as any other, without any result 
other than contemptuous neglect. Indeed I regard it as — 
positively certain that no action, looking to an adoption 
of the recommendations of the Governor, will be taken ; 
but if anything could bring about so desirable a result, it 
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would be a report on the bills now before this committee. 
I beg to impress this view upon the minds of the gentle- 
men who now hear me. 

While a severe punishment ought to be visited upon the | 
polygamous law-breakers of Utah and the adjacent Terri- 
tories of Idaho, Arizona and New Mexico, where Mormon- 
ism is rapidly spreading, yet it will at once be seen to be 
impractable to punish all who offend. The Government 
of the United States does not own prisons enough in which 
to confine them. An example of some of the prominent 
leaders would, no doubt, operate as a wholesome restraint 
upon the increase of this crime ; and Congress is asked, 
in other bills, to so modify the laws as to enable the courts 
of the Territory to reach this very desirable result; but 
the provisions of the bill under consideration inflict a pun- 
ishment more feared by the body of the people than any 
prosecution before a jury. The provisions depriving the 
polygamist of the right to vote and of the right to hold 
office, will be more effectual than any remedy yet proposed ; 
because those provisions touch them in a vital part of their 
politico-religious organization. As before stated, all the 
Offices in the Territory, with the exceptions mentioned, are 
beld by Mormons living in polygamy with two, three, four 
or more wives, “building up the Kingdom of God on 
Earth,” as they call it, by begetting young saints “ to the 
glory of the Most High;” and with pride and exultation | 
they point to one of the mottoes authorized by the church 

Utah’s best crop, children.” 

This and many others, such as— 

“ We thank thee, O Lord, for a Prophet.” ‘* The Kingdom 

of God, or nothing,” 

decorate the gallery of the vast Tabernacle on the occa- 
sion of the celebration of the anniversary of their Advent 
into the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, which occurs annao- 
ally on the 24th of July j a celebration far more generally 
and enthusiastically observed by them than the natal day 
of Independence. 
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